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� Fish and shellfish larvae are extremely sensitive to even small amounts of oil.
� Sea otters and other mammals lose their insulation when coated with oil. They

suffer lung, liver and kidney damage.
� Birds coated with oil may survive if rescued, but show long-term health effects,

such as breeding problems.
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� Identifies environmentally sensitive areas that may be affected and works to

prevent natural-resource damage whenever possible.
� Makes recommendations on the use of dispersants and in-situ burning.
� Advises on cleanup methods and equipment.
� Oversees wildlife rescue and rehabilitation efforts.
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1) Can the natural resources damaged by the spill be quantified at a reasonable cost?
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2) Is it technically feasible to restore or enhance the damaged natural resources?
3) Has the spiller proposed a restoration and enhancement project or study to com-

pensate the state for damages caused by the spill?
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� Oil toxicity scores consider acute toxicity, mechanical injury and persistence

values for the various oil products transported in Washington. Six classes of oil are
ranked: Prudhoe Bay crude oil, bunker C, number 2 fuel oil (diesel), gasoline,
kerosene and kerosene-type jet fuel. Each type of oil is scored on a 1-5 ranking (1
being the least toxic, least damaging or least persistent).

� Environmental sensitivity/vulnerability scores have an individual 1-5 ranking (1
for least sensitive or vulnerable) for type of habitat, birds, shellfish, marine fish,
salmon, marine mammals and recreation. More than 130 state marine zones were
individually ranked and given an environmental sensitivity score by season.

� Cleanup and protective actions to minimize the damage caused by the spill
enables the responsible party (spiller) to receive credit for positive actions that
protect sensitive or vulnerable resources.
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� Environmental restoration and enhancement projects.
� Investigations of the long-term effects of oil spills.
� Developing and implementing an aquatic land computer geographic information

system.
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� Dick Logan, (360) 407-6971
� Dale Davis, (360) 407-6972
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� Mariann Cook Andrews, (360) 407-7211
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